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[bookmark: _Hlk118805743]21 January 2024 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Sat 20                 St Fabian, St Sebastian
4.45-5.15pm       Confessions
5.30pm               Private intention
Sun 21                3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Sunday of the Word of God
9am                     People of the Parish
11am                    John O’Keeffe RIP
Refreshments after both Masses in the Becket Centre – All welcome
Mon 22             St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr
12noon          Deceased members of the Diamond Family
Tues 23             Feria
9.30am              Seamus Mallon RIP
11am             Ecumenical Rosary – Sacred Heart Chapel
Wed 24              St Francis de Sales, Bishop & Doctor
                          No Mass today
Thurs 25           The Conversion of St Paul, Feast
                          Conclusion of the Unity Octave
10am              Julie Barwise RIP
Fri 26                St Timothy & St Titus, Bishops
12noon               Howard Ellis RIP
Sat 27                 St Angela Merici
4.45-5.15pm       Confessions
5.30pm              Maria Corbo RIP & Ruggiero Cocca RIP
Sun 28                4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
9am                  Deceased members of the O’Nion Family
11am                    People of the Parish
Refreshments after both Masses in the Becket Centre – All welcome

THE WORD OF GOD: 3rd Sunday OT (B), p702
1st Reading: Jonah 3:1-5.10
Response Ps 24: Lord, make me know your ways.
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! The kingdom of God is close at hand; believe the Good News.  ALLELUIA!
GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January: For the gift of diversity in the Church – We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognise the gift of different charisms within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of the different rites within the Catholic Church.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Parish News

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Joan Watts.  Her funeral service is at Barham Crematorium on Tuesday, 30 January 2024 at 2pm. 

Sick & housebound parishioners: please keep in your prayers all who are sick and housebound and all who have requested our prayers, especially baby Lando Hudson-Keogh (born 1 November 2023), Graham Edwards, Eve Morris & Paul Dale. Please continue to pray for the good health of Pope Francis.
The weekly newsletter is on our website: Newsletters St Thomas of Canterbury Deal (stthomasdeal.org)

Deal For Peace Walk this Sunday 21st January at midday. We will be meeting at Deal Pier and walking to the Zetland. Should anyone be unable to make the midday rendezvous point we will be passing Walmer Marine Bandstand at 12.30pm, so please feel free to join us there if that fits in better with any Sunday worship plans etc.  There will be a collection for Médecins Sans Frontières.  More Information at: Deal4Peace.  Please see poster in the porch.
Christian Unity The Octave of Prayer for the Unity of Christians started on 18 January and ends on 25 January 2024, the Conversion of St Paul.  Let us pray especially for all Christian Churches in our area, that we may pray and work together to witness to Christ.  The theme for 2024 is: You shall love the Lord your God ... and your neighbour as yourself (Lk 10:27).  See: www.ctbi.org.uk

Ecumenical Rosary - Tuesday 23rd January - 11am - Sacred Heart Chapel To mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity we will be joined by our friends from St Andrews Church for an ecumenical Rosary, in line with repeated requests from Pope Francis to walk together in the search for Christian unity. Please do join us.
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Register with the parish Register with The Parish (stthomasdeal.org) Our Parish Register needs continually updating to ensure that it is reliable and current. Whether you are new to the parish or have been here for many years you are now kindly asked to register your details on our new database, powered by ChurchSuite.  Your information will only be accessed by authorised parish office staff for administrative purposes.  Thank you for co-operation and for those who have already shared their information with us.

Deal Area foodbank: Deal Area Foodbank | Helping Local People in Crisis  The items currently needed are long-life fruit juice, UHT milk, packet sauces, ketchup, biscuits, tinned vegetables, tinned fruits, custard and tinned soups.  With very many thanks.  
DEAL WARM WELCOME Churches and Community Groups offer warmth, refreshment and friendship during these cold months to all.  Full details of times and places in the porch.
The Crib (in the Lady Chapel) remains in place until the Feast of the Presentation, 2 February.  The Crib collection is shared between FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND & the CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY.  Please take the opportunity after Mass to say a prayer at the crib for peace and the protection of the most vulnerable in our world. 
HCPT (Hosanna House & Children’s Pilgrimage Trust): more funds need to be raised to help support children going to Lourdes this Easter.  Lucy Rees will bake a cake for the post 9am Mass refreshments until Lent - you are invited to sample a delicious slice of cake and make an offering to HCPT   Please support this worthy cause. For further information see: www.hcpt.org.uk 
Church Cleaning – help needed: Very many thanks to all who have volunteered to join the church cleaning team.  There will be a meeting on Saturday, 27 January at 1030am in the church. Please let fr Brian know if you would like to help with church cleaning.
Finances Thank you all for your generosity to the parish. Please can I encourage as many of us as possible to give via Standing Order, and, if you pay income tax, to Gift Aid your offering. Forms can be found in the porch. Your giving is our only source of income.  The parish bank details are: NatWest/ name: RCAS Deal/Acc no 09658378/sort code: 52-30-23.  
Mass Intention envelopes are at the back of the church: Please write down the intention (for example, someone who has died), date & time preferred, contact name and number, and include any offering (Mass stipend) you wish to give. If you know the dates of Masses you wish to request (even some few months in advance), please do not delay. 
Diocesan, National & International News
Racial Justice Sunday is next Sunday 28 January 2024. Archbishop John Wilson will celebrate Mass at 10am at St George’s Cathedral, Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7HY, to mark the day.  There is a 2nd collection to support the work of the Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ) to promote racial justice in our schools, parishes and wider society.
White Flower Appeal 2024: a cheque for £100 has been sent to SPUC (the Society for the Protection of Unborn Children).  Many thanks. 
CAFOD: Israeli-Palestinian CRISIS APPEAL.  Donate online at cafod.org.uk/ipc or call 0303 303 3030 or scan the QR code in the porch.  A GIFT TODAY will provide essentials like FOOD, WATER and BLANKETS. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124506606]A Prayer for Peace & Justice
O God of peace, who are peace itself, and whom a spirit of discord cannot grasp, nor a violent mind receive, grant that those who are one in heart may persevere in what is good and that those in conflict may forget evil
and so be healed.  Amen. 

Sunday of the Word of God
What is it?
On September 30, 2019, on the memorial of St. Jerome, Pope Francis announced that the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time would be celebrated as the Sunday of the Word of God.  In the document instituting the Sunday of the Word of God, Pope Francis says: “He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures” (Lk 24:45). This was one of the final acts of the risen Lord before his Ascension. Jesus appeared to the assembled disciples, broke bread with them and opened their minds to the understanding of the sacred Scriptures. To them, amid their fear and bewilderment, he unveiled the meaning of the paschal mystery: that in accordance with the Father’s eternal plan he had to suffer and rise from the dead, in order to bring repentance and the forgiveness of sins (cf. Lk 24:26.46-47). He then promised to send the Holy Spirit, who would give them strength to be witnesses of this saving mystery (cf. Lk 24:49). The relationship between the Risen Lord, the community of believers and sacred Scripture is essential to our identity as Christians. Without the Lord who opens our minds to them, it is impossible to understand the Scriptures in depth. Yet the contrary is equally true: without the Scriptures, the events of the mission of Jesus and of his Church in this world would remain incomprehensible. Hence, Saint Jerome could rightly claim: “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ” (Commentary on the Book of Isaiah, Prologue: PL 24,17B). 

Pope Francis has announced 2025 as a Jubilee Year for the Church with the theme ‘Pilgrims of Hope’.  It will start on Christmas Eve 2024 and conclude on the Epiphany 2026.  2024 is a year of preparation for the Jubilee Year with a particular focus on prayer.  On this Sunday 21 January 2024 it is anticipated that Pope Francis will officially launch the Year of Prayer with the hope that the Church worldwide will rediscover the centrality of prayer.  This focus on prayer was a theme in our parish synod discussions in the autumn of 2023.  It is a focus for us as we approach the season of Lent – Ash Wednesday is 15 February!  The theme for this year’s Sunday of the Word of God is ‘Remain in my Word’ (John 8:31).  The Word of God is at the heart of prayer – without it there is no prayer.  A blessed week ahead, fr Brian.
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