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[bookmark: _Hlk118805743]THIS NEWSLETTER COVERS TWO WEEKS

7 January 2024 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Sat 6                 Feria of Christmas
4.45-5.15pm      Confessions
5.30pm              People of the Parish
                          Margaret Davenport RIP
Sun 7                The EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
9am                   Ellen Maguire RIP
11am                  Terry Murphy RIP
Refreshments after both Masses in the Becket Centre – All welcome
Mon 8                 The Baptism of the Lord 
12noon           Service of the Word & Holy Communion
The end of the Season of Christmas
Tues 9               Feria
                          No Mass today 
11am                  Rosary – Sacred Heart Chapel  
Wed 10              Feria    
12noon           Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
Thurs 11            Feria 
                           No Mass today
Fri 12                 St Aelred of Rievaulx, Abbot
12noon           Service of the Word & Holy Communion 
Sat 13                 St Hilary, Bishop & Doctor
4.45-5.15pm      Confessions
5.30pm              People of the Parish
Sun 14               2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
                           	PEACE SUNDAY
9am                   Ernest & Moira Lock RIP
11am                  Mike Abbott RIP
Refreshments after both Masses in the Becket Centre – All welcome
Mon 15               Feria
12noon          Deceased members of the Mullally-Clarke families
Tues 16               Feria              
9.30am               Patrick Bradley RIP & Family
11am                   Rosary – Sacred Heart Chapel 

Wed 17                St Anthony, Abbot
                            No Mass today
Thurs 18             Feria – Christian Unity Octave starts
12noon                For the unity of Christians
Fri 19                  St Wulstan, Bishop
1oam              Deceased members of the Layden Family
11am                   Danielle Middleton RIP – 
Burial of Ashes, Hamilton Road
Sat 20                 St Fabian, St Sebastian
4.45-5.15pm       Confessions
5.30pm               Private intention
Sun 21                3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
Sunday of the Word of God
9am                     People of the Parish
11am                    John O’Keeffe RIP
Refreshments after both Masses in the Becket Centre – All welcome

THE WORD OF GOD: THE EPIPHANY, p88 
1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Response Ps 71: All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.
2nd Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! We saw his star as it rose and have come to do the Lord homage.  ALLELUIA!
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12

THE WORD OF GOD: 2nd Sunday OT (B), p698
1st Reading: 1 Samuel 3:3-10.19
Response Ps 39: Here I am, Lord! I come to do your will.
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:13-15.17-20
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life.  ALLELUIA!
GOSPEL: John 1:35-42

Pope Francis’ Prayer Intention for January: For the gift of diversity in the Church – We pray that the Holy Spirit may help us to recognise the gift of different charisms within the Christian community, and to discover the richness of the different rites within the Catholic Church.

Parish News
A GREAT THANK YOU TO ALL PARISHIONERS FOR ALL THE JOY, ENTHUSIASM AND HARD WORK TO ENSURE CHRISTMAS WENT SO WELL IN OUR PARISH. So many people were involved in so many ways: preparing, decorating, celebrating and tidying up.
Thank you to all involved in the Christmas Masses: all well attended, prayerful, joyful and full of hope.  Thank you to all who made our parish Christmas lunch such a happy and convivial occasion. A special thank you goes to Hugh Irvine, our chef.

Please pray for the repose of the souls of Denis Lawrenson & John McDermott whose Funeral Masses were celebrated recently, and for their families.

Sick & housebound parishioners: please keep in your prayers all who are sick and housebound and all who have requested our prayers, especially Graham Edwards, Eve Morris & Paul Dale. Please continue to pray for the good health of Pope Francis.
The weekly newsletter is on our website: Newsletters St Thomas of Canterbury Deal (stthomasdeal.org)
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Register with the parish Register with The Parish (stthomasdeal.org) Our Parish Register needs continually updating to ensure that it is reliable and current. Whether you are new to the parish or have been here for many years you are now kindly asked to register your details on our new database, powered by ChurchSuite.  Your information will only be accessed by authorised parish office staff for administrative purposes.  Thank you for co-operation and for those who have already shared their information with us.

Deal Area foodbank: Items currently needed are Squash, UHT milk, packet sauces, ketchup, biscuits, tinned vegetables, custard, tinned soups.  Very many thanks.  
DEAL WARM WELCOME Churches and Community Groups offer warmth, refreshment and friendship during these cold months to all.  Full details of times and places in the porch.
The Christmas Offering 2023 Very many thanks for your generosity.  The cash/cheque collection came to £2356. Bank transfers have yet to be finalised.  If you have been away over Christmas and would like to make a Christmas Offering there is still time: by cash/cheque (cheques should be made payable to ‘Deal RCAS’). Please place your contribution in a Christmas Offering envelope (available at the back of the church), including your name and address if you wish to Gift Aid. • By bank transfer to NatWest: Account Name: RCAS Deal Account No: 09658378 Sort Code: 52-30-23 Reference: Christmas Offering.  Thank you for your kindness in cards and gifts – all greatly appreciated.
The Crib (in the Lady Chapel) will remain in place until the Feast of the Presentation, 2 February.  The Crib collection is shared between FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND & the CATHOLIC CHILDREN’S SOCIETY.  Please take the opportunity after Mass to say a prayer at the crib for peace and the protection of the most vulnerable in our world.
HCPT Raffle Ticket sale has been a great success.  All tickets sold and £380 raised.  Very many thanks.  Still more funds need to be raised to help support children going to Lourdes at Easter.  Lucy Rees will bake a cake for the post 9am Mass refreshments until Lent. Each Sunday after the 9am Mass you are invited to sample a delicious slice of cake and make an offering to HCPT   Please support this worthy cause. For further information see: www.hcpt.org.uk 
Church Cleaning – help needed: Brian McAteer generously cleans the church and Becket Centre every week.  After many years, he is stepping down from this role in the next few months.  It would be good if we could form a small team to work with Brian and succeed him in due course.  Please let fr Brian know if you would like to help with church cleaning.
Diocesan, National & International News

White Flower Appeal 2024 for the protection of unborn children.  There is a box at the back of the church today (7 January) for your donations.  Please also see the poster – you can scan the QR code.  Donations and further information from: www.spuc.org.uk

Peace Sunday is next week 14 January 2024.  A box will be available for donations to support the work of Pax Christi, the international Catholic movement for peace.  How greatly needed in 2024!  More information at: www.paxchristi.org.uk   See Pope Francis’ Message for Peace: www.humandevelopment.va
Read Pope Francis’ Message here

Christian Unity The Octave of Prayer for the Unity of Christians starts on 18 January and ends on 25 January 2024, the Conversion of St Paul.  Let us pray especially for all Christian Churches in our area, that we may pray and work together to witness to Christ.  The theme for 2024 is: You shall love the Lord your God ... and your neighbour as yourself (Lk 10:27).  See: www.ctbi.org.uk
CAFOD: Israeli-Palestinian CRISIS APPEAL.  Donate online at cafod.org.uk/ipc or call 0303 303 3030 or scan the QR code in the porch.  A GIFT TODAY will provide essentials like FOOD, WATER and BLANKETS. 

[bookmark: _Hlk124506606]A Prayer for Peace & Justice
O God of peace, who are peace itself, and whom a spirit of discord cannot grasp, nor a violent mind receive, grant that those who are one in heart may persevere in what is good and that those in conflict may forget evil
and so be healed.  Amen. 

An Epiphany Blessing for 2024
20+C+M+B+24
The letters have two meanings.  The names of the Magi are Caspar, Melchior & Balthasar.  CMB also denotes Christus mansionem benedicat (Latin for ‘May Christ bless this house’).  May Christ bless us and our world in 2024 with peace and goodwill towards all.  May Christ bless all our school & college communities as a new term starts.  Many blessings, fr Brian.
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